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ACTS 
INTRODUCTION 

Witnesses to the World 
 

Some stories just beg to have a sequel because the ending leaves too many loose ends in the minds of the 
listeners. In the original Rocky, the fighters clung together in the center of the ring following the brawl and 
Apollo Creed said, “Ain’t gonna be no rematch,” to which Rocky replied, “Don’t want one.” Everyone in the 
theater knew there needed to be a rematch to settle unfinished business. 
 
If the New Testament had ended with the Gospels, it would have left readers asking for a sequel. Fortunately, 
the Book of Acts provides us with the answer to “What’s next?” It also serves as a bridge to help us 
understand the audience, culture, and purpose of the epistles, which follow. 
 
At the end of the Gospel of John we find Jesus recommissioning Peter, and might wonder, “How’d that work out for him?” 
In Acts we see Peter delivering one of the greatest evangelistic messages of all time, and watch in amazement as 3,000 
respond to accept Jesus as their Savior. The synoptic Gospels end with Jesus giving the Great Commission to His disciples. 
This statement is followed in the Gospels of Luke and Mark by His ascension. The story continues in the Book of Acts as 
Jesus commissions His disciples to be His witnesses, followed by His Ascension. It has been said that Acts 1:8 is the 
cornerstone verse which provides a roadmap for rest of the book. 
 

Shall be witnesses to Me in...  Found in These Chapters of Acts  

Jerusalem  Acts 1–7  

All Judea and Samaria  Acts 8–12  

The end of the earth  Acts 13–28  
 

The beloved physician Luke (see Colossians 4:14) has been universally considered to be the author of the 
Gospel bearing his name and the Book of Acts. Church documents from as early as AD 160 attribute these two 
volumes to Luke. While not identified by name, the author was apparently a traveling companion of Paul, 
based on the 97 uses of the pronoun we in Acts. Of Paul’s traveling companions, only Luke fits the profile of 
the writer of Acts and the Gospel of Luke.  
 
Luke was a Gentile living in Antioch. He wrote these two volumes to another Gentile named Theophilus 
(literally “God lover”). Most conservative scholars feel that Acts was likely written during Paul’s first 
imprisonment in AD 60–62. The evidence for this date is the abrupt ending to the book, with no mention of 
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Paul’s trial before Caesar (AD 62–64), Nero’s persecutions (AD 63– 65), or the destruction of Jerusalem (AD 
70).	
	
The title of the book, “The Acts of the Apostles,” was chosen more than two centuries after the writing of the 
book, without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (as pointed out by John MacArthur and J. Vernon McGee). 
The word Acts (praxeis in the Greek) was often used to describe the achievements of great men. It has been 
suggested that a better title would have been “The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the Apostles.” Indeed, the 
Holy Spirit is mentioned over fifty times in Acts. The book gives us the history of the church from birth 
through the first three decades of its existence—with the gospel spreading like a wildfire across the Roman 
Empire.  
 
Archaeology has proven the historical and geographical aspects of the book to be extremely accurate. Those 
who have disputed the validity of names (over 110 individuals appear in Acts) and places have been proven 
wrong as subsequent discoveries have shown Luke to be precise in his descriptions.  
 
While Acts is not primarily a doctrinal work, it does record 32 speeches given in defense or explanation of the 
gospel. These comprise nearly one quarter of the verses. Acts is a book that bridges, or transitions:  

 
 
As we begin our study of the Acts of the Apostles, it is hard to miss the cultural similarities between the 
Roman Empire (an increasingly decadent society hostile to the gospel) and our own. Through this study we 
can learn how to have the same impact on our culture as the early disciples had on theirs, as evidenced by this 
statement of the men of Thessalonica: “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here 
also” (Acts 17:6 ESV).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Focus On:  To Focus On:  

Old Covenant  New Covenant  

History of Israel  History of the Church  

Israel as God’s Witnesses  The Church (Jew and Gentile) as God’s 
Witnesses  

Earthly Ministry of Jesus  Ministry of the Holy Spirit through Earthly 
Vessels  

Judea  World  


