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ACTS                                                 
  “GOD’S GRACE ON TRIAL AND IN ACTION” 

LESSON 10

As a kid growing up I often entered, but never won, promotional contests. The contest format that I 
found most challenging was to answer a question, such as why you liked their product, in 25 words or 
less. In a similar fashion, the tests which I dreaded the most in school were those which asked for a 
response within a small answer box. Both of these required me to edit my thoughts and restrict myself 
to only the most important elements when crafting my answer. 

In writing Acts, Luke had a similar dilemma. In the first century, manuscripts were written on either 
parchment that was made from animal skins, or papyrus scrolls. Papyrus was made from the pith of the 
bulrush plant; it was less expensive and could be rolled into a scroll for larger documents. The 
maximum length of a papyrus scroll was 35 feet long. Given the average size of script used by writers 
in the first century, it would require exactly 35 feet of scroll to record all 28 chapters, or 1006 verses, of 
Acts. What this means is that Luke was faced with a challenge much like keeping within a small answer 
box on a test or answering in 25 words or less. Luke had to prioritize 30 years of church history into a 
limited space. 

During this time the church went from dozens to millions of followers and expanded geographically from 
one city to an entire empire. For a speech, incident, or person to make the final cut and be included in 
this condensed narrative meant it was very significant in the development of our faith. When a particular 
story is included not once, but twice, it indicates that it must have major significance historically and 
theologically for our church. Peter’s missionary journey to Cornelius and his conversion are told in 
detail twice and occupy nearly seven percent of the space on Luke’s scroll containing the Book of Acts. 

This raises the question, “What is the significance of this story to us as the church today?” Much like 
the little Dutch boy plugging the leak in the dyke with his finger to prevent the sea from flooding 
through, the Jewish leadership sought to plug the sea of God’s grace that was about to flood the world 
of Gentiles. While the conversion of an isolated Ethiopian and some dreaded Samaritans didn’t raise 
many eyebrows of disapproval, the missionary efforts of a pillar of the church to a group of Gentiles 
repentance to life.” 



From that moment on, evangelism to the Gentiles would not be limited only to a response to those 
already actively seeking Jesus, but it became an outreach to the entire non-Jewish community. If this 
barrier had not been broken down, Christianity would likely have remained a small sect within Judaism 
and never spread beyond the confines of Jerusalem. Fortunately, God had bigger plans for His church 
as we see unnamed saints in Antioch reaching out to the Hellenists (Greeks). From this point forward it 
was as if someone had stepped on the accelerator, and church growth went into overdrive. This 
inclusion of Gentiles into the body of Christ in this chapter is the tipping point that opened the door of 
salvation for future generations, that we might be called Christians.

Prayer 
Start by praying over the passage and asking the Holy Spirit to give you fresh insights and wisdom in 
understanding it. Then read through the entire passage two or three times.  

Day 1 - Peter’s Return To Jerusalem – Acts 11:1–12 
Peter spent several days discipling Cornelius and the other new believers before returning to 
Jerusalem. He had some serious explaining to do when he arrived back in Jerusalem. 

1. What was the accusation brought against Peter by those of the circumcision group? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How were their concerns similar to concerns Peter himself raised to Cornelius (see Acts 10:28)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Peter retells the story of Acts 10 to concerned Jews. 

a. Did Peter alter or add any details to his story as he told it for a second time (compare this account 
with Acts 10:9–15)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Memory Verse
“Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You 
should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’” Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV) 



 b. What differences, if any, did you find? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

c. Why might Peter have altered his story? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. J. Vernon McGee states, Peter’s speech showed that he felt he had to apologize for his actions to 
the leadership of the church in Jerusalem. Do you agree or disagree and why? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Day 2 - Peter’s Explanation and the Jews’ Response – Acts 11:13–18 
Peter and six Jewish believers would serve as eyewitnesses to what occurred at Cornelius’ house. In 
Roman law, seven seals were required to authenticate a document such as a will or title deed. 
Throughout the Middle East, seven eyewitnesses provided absolute proof in a court proceeding. 

1. What proofs does Peter offer his accusers that his actions with Cornelius were correct? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2. In addition to the proofs witnessed by Peter and the six brethren, what words of Jesus does Peter 
quote? John the Baptist’s statement regarding Jesus following His baptism is very similar; share what 
you find in John 1:32–33 or Matthew 3:11. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Record your impressions of the Jews’ astonished response following Peter’s defense (verse 18). 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4. Read Galatians 2:11–16 and describe how this prejudice against Gentile believers later resurfaced in 
the life of Peter years later and resulted in a rebuke from Paul. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Memory Verse– Fill in the Blanks 
“Indeed He ____, ‘It is too small a ____ that You should be My ______ to raise up the ______ of 
Jacob, and to restore the _______ ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the _______, that 

You should be My _______ to the ends of the earth.’” Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV) 



5. Do you have any additional observations or insights from these first two sections that would bless 
your group? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Day 3 - The Gospel Goes Out – Acts 11:19–26 
We continue to see persecution, following Stephen’s martyrdom, stimulate the spread of the gospel 
across the Roman Empire. For the first time we will see the gospel being actively preached to the 
Gentiles. The Hellenists is another name for Greeks. As persecution builds and Gentiles increase in 
numbers in the young church, the center of activity shifts away from Jerusalem to Syrian Antioch. 

1. What group of people was the initial focus of evangelism for those fleeing Jerusalem following 
Stephen’s death? Why do you think they focused solely on this group?  
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2. The Greeks and the Jews had some historical baggage. For the 200 years before Christ, the Greeks 
had tried to “Hellenize” the Jews by getting them to speak Greek, adopt their culture, and worship their 
gods. Needless to say, it didn’t go well.  

a. What group of Gentiles were the first to hear the gospel and why would this serve as a surprise?  
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

b. How successful was the effort to evangelize the Gentiles? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

c. To what could you attribute the success of the evangelistic effort? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Whom did the church leadership send out to investigate the explosion in the numbers of Gentiles 
coming to faith? What do we know about him from previous chapters? 

Memory Verse – Fill in the Blanks 
“Indeed He ____, ‘It is too small a ____ that You ______ be My ______ to _____ up the ______ of 
Jacob, and to _____ the _______ ones of _____; I will also ____ You as a light to the ______, that 
You should be My _______ to the ends of the _____.’” Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV) 



__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4. The name of the individual sent from Jerusalem means “Son of Encouragement.” In regards to Saul, 
how did this individual live up to his name? (We haven’t heard from Saul in at least nine years.) 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

5. We read that it was in Antioch that believers were first called Christians. The term means “Party of 
Christ.” Initially it was likely meant as an insult. Believers took it as the highest of compliments and the 
name stuck. The name seems to have a similar dualism today; for some being called a Christian is a 
badge of honor while to others it is a term of shame or derision. What does it mean to you to be called a 
Christian? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

6. Do you have any additional observations or insights from this section which would bless your group? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Day 4 – Relief Goes to Judea – Acts 11:27–30 
We are going to meet a prophet named Agabus who will later play a significant role in the life of Paul as 
seen in Acts 21:12. In the New Testament, prophets would be both foretellers and forth tellers of the 
Word of God. It is interesting that secular historical records record the famine described in these 
verses. As a result of a universal drought, famine was widespread across the Roman Empire during the 
reign of Emperor Claudius (in AD 44–45). 

1. What was the evidence for Agabus’ prophecy? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Memory Verse– Fill in the Blanks 
“_____ He ____, ‘It is ___ small a ____ that You ______ be My ______ to _____ up the ______ of 
_____, and to _____ the _______ ones of _____; I ____ also ____ You __ a _____ to the ______, 
that You _____ be My _______ to_____ ends of the _____.’” Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV) 



2. What was the response of the disciples to the needs of the church in Jerusalem? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. James, in his epistle, describes the need to put feet on our faith. What does James teach us in 
James 2:14–17? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4. Finances and the mishandling of money within the church has been a concern since its very 
inception. From this passage, plus 1 Corinthians 16:3–4 and 2 Corinthians 8:19, what safeguards do 
you see the church putting in place to protect its financial integrity? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Day 5 - Take Away / Summary                                                                                                                
If one of your friends at work or a neighbor were to ask you what you did on Tuesday, you would tell 
them you went to a Bible study. The next question would likely be, “What did you learn?” We often 
summarize an entire athletic contest or a movie in a few brief sentences and easily convey the essence 
of the event. Now apply these same skills to give a summary of the passage in a sentence or two. 
Then, in an additional sentence or two, describe what impact this passage will have on how you live. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Memory Verse – Write the Entire Verse from Memory 
“_____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________” Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV) 



Memory Verse
“Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You 
should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’” Isaiah 49:6 (NKJV) 

Key Words/Phrases                                                                                                                
Write out the definition of these key words. You can use a regular dictionary or go to one of the Greek 
sources listed in the Tool Box at the end of the study. You may also use a concordance to see where 
else and how the word is used in the Bible. How would these phrases instruct or encourage us today? 

Baptism with Water vs. Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:16) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

Repentance to Life (Acts 11:18) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Tool Box 
Step 1: The Bible. Read the passage in a couple of different versions. If you are having trouble 
understanding a passage, choose a more dynamic version such as New Living Translation or The 
Message. To focus in on the exact meaning of a verse, choose a more literal translation such as New 
American Standard Bible or New King James Version. 
Step 2: Study Tools. Use these to help you dig deeper. Background Information: 1) Unger’s Bible 
Dictionary 2) Bible Dictionaries online at biblestudytools.com and blueletterbible.com. Word Studies: 1) 
Zodhiates’ The Complete Word Study New Testament 2) Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary 3) 
Strong’s Dictionary of Bible Words. 
Step 3: Commentaries. Commentaries should not be used in place of studying God’s Word directly, 
but they can give you additional insights. Some good commentaries include: John MacArthur, J. Vernon 
McGee, The Expositors Commentary, NIV Application Commentary, William Barclay (great for 
background and culture but be careful of his spiritual applications). 
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