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ACTS                                                 
  “ON THE ROAD AGAIN” 

LESSON 15

Russell Wilson, the quarterback who had just engineered a seemingly impossible comeback victory for 
his team of the Seattle Seahawks in the NFC (National Football Conference) Title Game, stood with 
tears streaming down his face in the emotion of the moment on the sidelines with a microphone thrust 
in his face and a worldwide television audience watching. In that moment, responding to the question 
“What are you thinking right now?” Wilson responded, “God is too good all of the time, it’s 
unbelievable.”1 He went on to humbly thank God for his success. This was in complete contrast to the 
emotional tirade of teammate Richard Sherman after last year’s Super Bowl victory in which he boasted 
of his prowess and denigrated his opponents. There is a long history of admirable men and women in 
sports standing at the pinnacle of athletic achievement, choosing to give glory to God and using their 
moment of fame to share the gospel. The prototype of these men of valor was Eric Liddell, who refused 
to compete on Sunday at the Olympic Games in 1924. Liddell, who went on to win a gold medal in the 
400 meters, had his story told in the 1981 movie Chariots of Fire that won the Academy Award for Best 
Picture. Organizations such as Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Athletes in Action exist to support 
athletes such as these and help them leverage their success into a platform from which to share their 
faith. 

Most of us will never have the opportunity to glorify God while addressing a global audience following 
an athletic triumph or other noteworthy achievement. However, there is a platform from which all of us 
may be called to speak which has far more credibility with the unsaved. This is the podium from which 
Paul and Silas, bodies broken but spirits healthy, spoke in the Philippi prison. The world of the unsaved 
can indeed fathom why someone would express joy during moments of victory, but it is only true 
authentic Christianity that enjoys abiding joy during moments of defeat and suffering. The world can 
only watch in amazement when men such as Paul and Silas dare to sing songs of praise and 
thanksgiving when worldly wisdom would call down cursing and tears. This is a faith the world cannot 
explain and leads men to ask “What must I do to be saved?” just as the Philippian jailer did long ago. 
Joy in the face of trials or persecution is not unique to Paul and Silas as its theme is repeated 
throughout Acts (see Acts 5:41). This abiding joy is a birthright of all true followers of Jesus Christ 
walking in the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22–23). 



How did Paul and Silas get to Philippi in the first place? Their initial plan was to travel to Asia Minor, 
modern-day Turkey, to the region that would become the seven churches of Revelation. In Acts 16 we 
are told they were prevented from traveling to this region by the Holy Spirit and later called in a vision to 
travel to Greece (Macedonia). Proponents of the prosperity doctrine would have chided Paul for his lack 
of faith in his own plan. These heretics advise us to name it and claim it to bring God into alignment 
with our will. However, even Jesus Himself when praying in the Garden of Gethsemane said unto the 
Father, “Nevertheless not My will, but  Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). This is a perfect example why this 
qualifier should accompany all of our petitions. Paul sought to evangelize a small region but God 
wanted to use him to reach an entire continent. They say that timing is everything and God’s timing is 
always perfect. After bringing the gospel to Europe, Paul was later allowed to return to Asia Minor and 
minister three years in Ephesus, its largest city. 

1http://blog.seattlepi.com/football/2015/01/18/russell-wilson-breaks-down-in-postgame-interview-after-seahawks-nfc- championship-win/#29855101=0 

Prayer 
Start by praying over the passage and asking the Holy Spirit to give you fresh insights and wisdom in 
understanding it. Then read through the entire passage two or three times.  

Day 1 – Timothy Joins Paul and Silas – Acts 16:1–5 

Lystra was the first stop on Paul’s Second Missionary Journey that would take almost three years to 
complete. Nearly five years earlier the crowd in Lystra had attempted to kill Paul through stoning him. 
The missionary team will pick up a new member, Timothy, who will prove invaluable to Paul throughout 
the rest of his ministry. Timothy is mentioned in 11 of Paul’s epistles.                                                      
1. Timothy’s mother and grandmother undoubtedly had a godly influence on him. 
    a. What does 2 Timothy 1:5 teach us about them? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

    b. How does their influence on Timothy, along with Proverbs 22:6, encourage us to be spiritual 
leaders in our home? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

2. Verse 4 refers to the decree given to the churches from the council in Jerusalem.    
    a. What was the essence of this decree? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Memory Verse
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Acts 16:31 NKJV 

 



     b. What impact did this decree have on the new churches that received its message? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. If the Jerusalem council had decided that new Gentile believers did not need to be circumcised, why 
do you think Paul insisted on Timothy undergoing circumcision before the start of their mission 
together? (Hint: 1 Corinthians 9:20 will help.) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 2 – Establishing a Beachhead in Europe – Acts 16:6-15 
Initially Paul sought to take their missionary team into Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) but was 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to proceed. According to God’s timing Paul was later permitted to go into 
the region and spend several successful years ministering in Ephesus. Paul had wanted to evangelize 
a region, but God wanted him to evangelize a continent; thus, proving once again why it is best to end 
our prayers, “Nevertheless, not my will but Thy will be done.” 

1.  Focusing on verses 6–10 we see God redirecting the path of the group of missionaries through the 
second of six visions Paul would receive as recorded in the Book of Acts.                                                                  

     a. Summarize what happened. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

     b. What might we glean from this passage and apply in our own life and ministry? (Hint: James 
4:13–15 will help.) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________

2. Philippi was an important city in Greece. Originally it was founded by Alexander the Great and 
named after his father, Philipp II, later becoming a Roman colony in 31 BC. Apparently it had a very 
small Jewish population as no mention is made of a synagogue (a city with ten or more Jewish men 
was expected to have a synagogue). 

Memory Verse – Fill in the Blanks
 “_________ on the Lord Jesus ______, and you will be _______, you and your ____________.” Acts 

16:31 NKJV 



    a. What do we know about Lydia?  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

    b. Describe Lydia’s conversion and the role God played in the process.  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

3. The narrative up until Acts 16:10 has been in the third person (they, he, etc.) and at this point it shifts 
to the first person (we).  
    a. Who did the group pick up along the way to make this a “we” story? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

   b. What significance does this have for the veracity or reliability of the text? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

Day 3 - Paul and Silas Imprisoned – Acts 16:16–24 
Several commentators have pointed out that the three conversions that are recorded in the sixteenth 
chapter of Acts represent every conceivable religious and social background, and prove that no one is 
beyond the reach of God’s grace. Lydia was wealthy and already seeking God when Paul found her. 
The slave girl was of the lowest social class and possessed demons while dealing in the occult. The 
Philippian jailer was of the working middle class (although he may have been a slave himself) and likely 
worshipped a pantheon of Roman gods. 

1. The missionaries encounter a demon-possessed slave girl. Literally she had the spirit of Python, or 
of the snake that guarded the oracle of Delphi—the temple from which Greeks believed future events 
were foretold.
    a. What proclamation did she make concerning them? What significance can you give to the title she 
used to describe God?
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Memory Verse – Fill in the Blanks 
“_________ on ___ Lord Jesus ______, and ___ will be _______, you ____ your ____________.” 
Acts 16:31 NKJV 



    b. Describe her exorcism. Apparently this miracle became well known in the region. Describe what 
happened when some copycat exorcists tried to use the same formula in Acts 19:11–17. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Anti-Semitism had already started in the Roman Empire as Emperor Claudius had expelled the Jews 
from Rome about this time. 
    a. What false charges did the owners of the slave girl bring against Paul and Silas before the 
magistrates? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

    b. What was the real motivation behind their attack against the missionaries? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 4 - The Philippian Jailer Saved – Acts 16:25–34 
One can wonder why Paul and Silas did not share their claim to Roman citizenship with the magistrates 
prior to being beaten or imprisoned. Paul later shared this information with the Centurion in Acts 22:25 
to avoid a flogging. Perhaps, as some have suggested, they endured the beating to enable them to 
make a divine appointment with a jailer who needed to hear the gospel. 

1. Despite their dire circumstances Paul and Silas are singing praises and psalms to the Lord from the 
midst of prison. Psalm 42 would have been familiar to both of them and may have been their chorus as 
suggested by one commentator. What encouragement does it give? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Years later, from another prison cell, Paul would write a letter of encouragement to the believers in 
Philippi. The letter is called the epistle of joy as the word or phrase is used seventeen times in its four 
chapters. Paul’s worldview, which explains his joy, is summarized in two verses from this epistle. Please 
share what they mean to you. 

Memory Verse– Fill in the Blanks 
“_________ on ___ _____ Jesus ______, and ___ _____ be _______, you ____ your ___________.” 
Acts 16:31 NKJV 



    a. Philippians 1:21 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

    b. Philippians 3:20 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Paul and Silas bring the jailer from the brink of death to life eternal in a few short moments. Losing 
his prisoners would have cost the jailer his life. 

     a. What is the response of the jailer in verse 29 and how is his question typical of how most 
nonbelievers view religion? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
    b. What is the true path of salvation as shared by Paul with the jailer? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Day 5 – Paul Refuses To Depart Secretly – Acts 16:35–40 
In bringing Paul and Silas out of their cell, and into his home and caring for their needs, the jailer risked 
imprisonment himself for dereliction of duty. The scene turns comedic as the magistrates realize they 
have abused Roman citizens and face serious punishments themselves for this offense.                       
1. Describe the interchange between Paul and the magistrates. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

2. Following this interchange, why do you think Paul made a point of “rubbing their noses” in their 
mistake? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Memory Verse– Fill in the Blanks 
“_________ ____ ___ _____ Jesus ______, and ___ _____ be _______, ____ ____ your 
___________.” Acts 16:31 NKJV 



Day 6 - Take Away / Summary 
To avoid walking in circles when lost in the wilderness, survival instructors teach their students to pick 
out the most prominent point in the distant landscape and walk toward it. In a similar sense we need to 
pick out the single most important truth in this week’s study, and apply it in our life as we walk toward 
Jesus and out of the wilderness. Please share with your group what that truth is for you and how will 
you apply it this week: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Key Words/Phrases 
Write out the definition of these key words. You can use a regular dictionary or go to one of the Greek 
sources listed in the Tool Box at the end of the study. You may also use a concordance to see where 
else and how the word is used in the Bible. How would these phrases instruct or encourage us today? 

Forbidden by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________  

 Servants of the Most High God (Acts 16:17)  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Tool Box 
Step 1: The Bible. Read the passage in a couple of different versions. If you are having trouble 
understanding a passage, choose a more dynamic version such as New Living Translation or The 
Message. To focus in on the exact meaning of a verse, choose a more literal translation such as New 
American Standard Bible or New King James Version. 
Step 2: Study Tools. Use these to help you dig deeper. Background Information: 1) Unger’s Bible 
Dictionary 2) Bible Dictionaries online at biblestudytools.com and blueletterbible.com. Word Studies: 1) 
Zodhiates’ The Complete Word Study New Testament 2) Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary 3) 
Strong’s Dictionary of Bible Words. 
Step 3: Commentaries. Commentaries should not be used in place of studying God’s Word directly, but 
they can give you additional insights. Some good commentaries include: John MacArthur, J. Vernon 
McGee, The Expositors Commentary, NIV Application Commentary, William Barclay (great for 
background and culture but be careful of his spiritual applications).

Memory Verse – Fill in the Verse from Memory 
“________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________.
”Acts 16:31 NKJV  
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