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Men’s Bible Fellowship                   Grand Terrace, CA 
 

ACTS 
 “Getting More Than He Begged For” 

LESSON 3 
 

What are the biggest problems facing the world today? According to a worldwide survey taken in June of 
2011, the world’s greatest concerns are poverty, hunger, terrorism, global warming, and the failing economy.1 
On a personal level, Psychology Today found that people are most worried about health, relationships, and 
finances2. The man in our story, an invalid for all of his forty years, would certainly have identified his 
greatest needs as financial and physical infirmity. Peter saw his problem a little differently; he saw the man’s 
greatest need as salvation, and went about helping him meet his need. It is important to remember that while 
temporal needs may seem urgent, man’s greatest need is to be reconciled to God. Christianity Today writes 
that in focusing just on meeting the needs of the downtrodden, “We do violence to the poor if we don’t share 
the gospel with them as well.”3  
 
Peter’s second evangelistic outreach, recorded in Acts 3, followed the same pattern as the first, recorded in the 
previous chapter. He got everyone’s collective attention with a miracle, and followed it with a gospel 
presentation that focused on evidence of Jesus’ deity from His life, His crucifixion, His fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecy, and His resurrection. It is interesting that Peter tells his mostly Jewish audience that 
Jesus was the fulfillment of Moses’ prophecy in Deuteronomy 18:18. “I will raise up a prophet from among 
their countrymen (ish Hebrew-brother) like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I command him” (NASB). It is interesting to note that Muslims claim that the Bible predicts the 
coming of their prophet Mohammed and use this passage as an example of Mohammed in the Torah (Old 
Testament). A close look at this passage shows that Mohammed, a descendent of Ishmael, is not a brother or 
countryman of Moses, but rather a descendent of Isaac, and is thus disqualified from fulfilling this prophecy.  
 
Does the name of Jesus still produce healing? Absolutely! All who call upon His name will be saved. Does 
this always equate to a physical healing as well? Most would answer not necessarily, and that healing is 
dependent upon the sovereign will of God. While God still intervenes in miraculous ways, we often see His 
healing today through the agency of medical professionals. William Barclay illustrates this balance by quoting 
an elderly English surgeon, “I apply the bandages but God provides the healing.”4 This story provides a 
normative, or guideline, to use when evaluating the scriptural validity of faith healers seen today. Herbert and 
Catherine Schaible were jailed in February of 2014 for the death of their second child from pneumonia, for 
refusing to get medical treatment. The couple, members of a small Pennsylvania Pentecostal community, 
stated, “We believe in divine healing, that Jesus shed blood for our healing and that he died on the cross to 
break the devil’s power.”5 A good understanding of the passage we are studying this week would have 
prevented a needless tragedy.  



Page 2 of 8 
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4William Barclay Daily Bible Study Series The Acts of The Apostles, Westminster Press Philadelphia 1976 page 178 
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Memory Verse 
Faith is mentioned twice in our story as being the basis for the healing we will study this week. “Now faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 (KJV)  
 
 

 
Prayer  
Start by praying over the passage and asking the Holy Spirit to give you fresh insights and wisdom in 
understanding it. Then read through the entire passage two or three times.  
 

Day 1– The Healing – Acts 3:1–11  

Devout Jews would pray three times a day in the temple (at 9:00 A.M., noon, and 3:00 P.M.). It is important to 
note that the apostles still followed Jewish religious traditions as evidenced by their returning to the temple for 
prayer. They were also obedient to Jesus’ commission to preach the gospel first in Jerusalem, and did not 
return to their hometown in Galilee.  
 

1. What do we know about the lame beggar (you can read through Acts 4 for more information)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

           __________________________________________________________________________________ 
           __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What brought Peter and John to the temple? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

           __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Describe how the healing took place. 
a. What was the beggar expecting? Compare what he wanted to what he actually received. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

b. In whose name did Peter command this man to walk (in Jewish thought the name of a person 
expressed the very nature of the individual)? Why is this significant? ____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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c. What happened when Peter took his hand and raised him up? __________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
            _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What was the reaction of the formerly lame beggar to his healing?  ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What was the reaction of the crowd in the temple to the healing? ______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. How could you apply Ephesians 3:20 to the outcome of this story? ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Day 2– Peter’s Proclamation Overview – Acts 3:12–26  

Peter’s audience is almost entirely Jewish, making references to the Old Testament extremely important as he 
makes his case for Christ. As we will see, his second sermon was nearly as effective as his first, with an 
additional 2,000 men coming to faith (Acts 4:4). The power of the Holy Spirit is evident again in this second 
miracle. The story is told of Thomas Aquinas walking in on Pope Innocent II as he counted the offering. The 
Pope reportedly said, “The church can no longer say, ‘Silver and gold have I none.’” To which Aquinas 
replied, “Neither can we say ‘Rise and walk.’”  
 
Compare Peter’s sermon we studied last week in Acts 2 with the sermon given in Acts 3.  
 

1. List four elements that you see in common between both sermons. These may be viewed as essential 
elements in the presentation of the gospel. ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. List four elements that differed between the two proclamations. _______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

           __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 3– Peter’s Sermon Part 1 – Acts3: 12–17  
1. How does Peter’s humility at this time compare to his earlier attitude as seen in Luke 9:46?  

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

           __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How would Peter’s name for God have a special meaning to those in the temple (verse 13)? 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. By what names does Peter designate Jesus in verses 13–15? __________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Read Matthew 27:11–20 for reference, and describe the event Peter is referring to in verse 14. (The 
name Barabbas ironically means “son of the father.”) _______________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What did God do in response to what has been called the most heinous crime in history, and what 
evidence does Peter offer to authenticate his statement? _____________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     6.   Peter softens his accusation slightly in verse 17. What does he say, and how does this verse compare to      
           Jesus’ statement from the cross (Luke 23:34)?  ____________________________________________ 

            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4– Peter’s Sermon Part 2 – Acts 3:18–26  
1. It has been said that before there was a Garden of Eden there was already a cross prepared for Calvary. 

How does verse 18 support that statement? _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. William Barclay shares that the ink of the first century did not contain acid and would not etch into 
parchment, but merely sat on top of it much like dry erase marker on a whiteboard today. This gives a 
beautiful illustration of the wiping clean, or blotting out of our sins mentioned in verse 19.  
 

a. What does it mean to have your sins blotted out? _____________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What conditions must be met to have the sins blotted out? _____________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What else will they receive in addition to removal of sin if they meet the conditions Peter 
outlines in verse 19? ___________________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. What does Colossians 2:13–14 add to your understanding of verse 19? ___________________ 

      __________________________________________________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________________________________________________ 

The phrase “times (literally epoch) of restoration,” seen in verse 21, refers to the millennial kingdom. The 
prophecy mentioned in verse 25 was quoted from Genesis 22:18 in which Abraham was promised that all 
of the families of the world would be blessed through his seed (singular).  
 
3. How was Jesus the fulfillment of the prophecy mentioned in Acts 3:25 (from Genesis 22:18)?  
     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
      

Day 5– The Suffering Servant – Acts 3:13, 18, and 26  
Peter’s sermon begins (verse 13) and ends (verse 26) by calling Jesus a servant. In the New Testament, Jesus 
is actually given over 200 names, some of which are very familiar (such as Immanuel) and some relatively 
obscure. The Jewish people anticipated a Messiah, or Christ, who would be a ruler, not a servant, and would 
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be victorious, not suffer (see verse 18). Read the messianic prophecy contained in Isaiah 52:12 through Isaiah 
53:12 and record descriptions that you think described Jesus and His ministry.  
 
Day 6–Take Away / Summary  
If one of your friends at work or a neighbor were to ask you what you did on Tuesday, you would tell them 
you went to a Bible study. The next question would likely be, “What did you learn?” We often summarize an 
entire athletic contest or a movie in a few brief sentences and easily convey the essence of the event. Now 
apply these same skills to give a summary of the passage in a sentence or two. Then, in an additional sentence 
or two, describe what impact this passage will have on how you live.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Memory Verse 
Faith is mentioned twice in our story as being the basis for the healing we will study this week. “Now faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 (KJV)  
 

 

Key Words/Phrases  
Write out the definition of these key words. You can use a regular dictionary, or go to one of the Greek 
sources listed in the Tool Box at the end of the study. You may also use a concordance to see where else and 
how the word is used in the Bible.  

Repent and be converted (Acts 3:19) 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Times of refreshing (Acts 3:19) 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tool Box		
Step 1: The Bible. Read the passage in a couple of different versions. If you are having trouble understanding 
a passage, choose a more dynamic version such as New Living Translation or The Message). To focus in on 
the exact meaning of a verse, choose a more literal translation such as New American Standard Bible or New 
King James Version. 	
Step 2: Study Tools. Use these to help you dig deeper. Background Information: 1) Unger’s Bible Dictionary 
2) Bible Dictionaries online at biblestudytools.com and blueletterbible.com. Word Studies: 1) Zodhiates’ The 
Complete Word Study New Testament 2) Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary 3) Strong’s Dictionary of 
Bible Words 4) The two websites listed above  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word for Word Translations 	
NASB – New American Standard Version https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New- American-Standard-
Bible-NASB/ 	
AMP - Amplified Bible https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Amplified-Bible-AMP/ 	
ESV - English Standard Version http://www.esvstudybible.org/ 	
KJV – King James Version http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/King-James-Version-KJV- Bible/ 	
NKJV – New King James Version http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-King-James- Version-NKJV-
Bible/ 	
NIV – New International Version http://www.biblica.com/niv/  
 
Thought for Thought Translations	
NLT – New Living Translation http://newlivingtranslation.com/ 	
The Message – http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/  
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Notes 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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