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Men’s Bible Fellowship                   Grand Terrace, CA 
 

 
 “Come Back to Me” 

Lessons from Malachi 
 

Malachi 1:5 (ESV)  
5 “Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the Lord beyond the border of Israel!”.  

 
 Week 1 - Malachi 1:1-5 – “I have loved you”  

“How have you loved us?” 
 

alachi was called to perform a difficult and dangerous task. It was his responsibility to rebuke the 
people for the sins they were committing against God and against one another, and to call them to 
return to the Lord. Malachi took a wise approach: He anticipated the objections of the people and met 

them head-on. “This is what God says,” declared the prophet, “but you say –” and then he would answer their 
complaints. The Old Testament prophets were often the only people who had a grip on reality and saw things as 
they actually were, and that’s what made them so unpopular. Malachi wrote concerning the sins of God’s 
people, but we should not read Malachi as ancient history. Unfortunately, these sins are with us in the church 
today. (Taken from Be Amazed by Warren Wiersbe) 
 
The first sin that God’s people entertained was, doubting His love! After all God has done, how could anyone 
ever doubt His love for His people? God is love! It is in His very nature to love! Everything God does is 
motivated out of true, sincere, “agape” love! But before we condemn Israel for doubting God’s love, we need to 
examine our own hearts and sincerely ask ourselves, have I ever doubted God’s love? Have there been times 
where I have questioned, does He really love me? How can I know? How can we know? Malachi tells us, as he 
corrects this first sin of God’s people, and gives four compelling evidences for God’s love.      
 

Our scripture for this week is… 
Malachi 1:1-5 (ESV)  

1“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. 
But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet 

I have loved Jacob 3but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage 
to jackals of the desert.” 4If Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord         

of hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and 
‘the people with whom the Lord is angry forever.’” 5Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is 
the Lord beyond the border of Israel!”  
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 Day 1: God has spoken  

Today' verse: Malachi 1:1-2a (ESV)  
1“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2 “I have loved you,” says the 
Lord. 
 

omeone actually took the time to count how many times the word “love” in found in the Bible, they 
discovered the word is used some 310 times in the King James Version. And most of those references are 
referring to God’s love. Without question the bible declares that God is Love (1John 4:8) and repeatedly 

claims that God loves (Deuteronomy 7:9) One way we can know that God loves us is, He specifically says, 
 “I Love You.” (Jeremiah 31:3)      
 

1. How do you know that God loves you? List as many reasons you can. (You may need some extra paper) 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Have you ever questioned God’s love? What were the circumstances that lead you to that doubt?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Can you think of any scriptures or promises, other than John 3:16, that speak of God’s love for you?   
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God, I know that you love me, help me to never doubt your love!” 

Day 2: He chose you!  

Today' verses: Malachi 1:2b-3 (ESV)  
“But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I 

have loved Jacob 3but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to 
jackals of the desert.” 

od demonstrated His love towards His people when He made a choice to choose Jacob over Esau. God, 
in His sovereignty, based on reasons we may never fully comprehend, chose Jacob over Esau. In the 
same way God in His sovereignty chose you to be one of His own. It also was based on reasons we 

cannot fully comprehend in this life, but if you have believed on Jesus and surrendered to Him, it is because 
God loves you and has chosen to demonstrate that love through adopting you into His family, and making you 
one of His sons (Eph. 1:5; Gal 4:4-7. To understand this more fully you may want to also read Rom 9:10-13 & 
Eph. 1:3-10) Someone once said to Dr. Arno Gaebelein, the gifted Christian leader of a generation ago, “I have 
a serious problem with Malachi 1:3, where God says, ‘Esau I have hated.’” Dr. Gaebelein replied, “I have a 
greater problem with Malachi 1:2, where it says, ‘Jacob I have loved.’”  That God would love us like he does is 
mindboggling, but God’s love is clearly seen towards you in that He choose you for salvation! 
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1. What does Jesus say about this in John 15:16? On what basis did He choose you? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Consider what Jesus says in Luke 14:26? What does he mean? (Consider Matt 12:46-50) 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does it say you to know that God chose and adopted you as His son? How did God do it? (1Cor 
6:20)  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Lord, I am blown away that You would call me Your own son! Help me today to walk and 
live as one who is a member of Your family.” 

Day 3: He has blessed you!  

Today' verses: Malachi 1:4 (ESV)  
4If Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of hosts says, “They 

may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with 
whom the Lord is angry forever.’”  

 
dom was the descendants of Esau. And like other nations in the that area, Edom suffered greatly during 
the Babylonian invasion of Israel, but the Lord never promised to restore their land like He had promised 
that He would do for His people Israel (Jer. 12:15).  

 
Warren Weirsbe said, “Think of how God showed His love to the Jewish people. First, He spared the Jews who 
were in exile in Babylon (Jer. 29) Then, He moved Cryus to issue the decree that enabled the Jews to return to 
their land and rebuild the temple.” And then He provided for them powerful leaders and prophets to lead them. 
God was with them, He took care of them, and He blessed them; even in the midst of their suffering.    
 
God has promised to do the same for us! Even when we are the most undeserving, God’s love is seen in that He 
takes care of us and blesses us. For He Himself has said “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Heb. 13:5)  
 

1. Paul in Romans 8:32 mentions what God has done for us and more. List as many things as you can that 
God has done and will do?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Look at Matthew 5:3-12, what does Jesus say about those who are part of his family and kingdom?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Psalms 65 and note all that God has done and all the ways He has blessed those He has chosen?  
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a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Lord, may I never forget how good you have been to me, and all the multiple ways you have 
blessed me.” 

Day 4: He uses you!  

Today' verses: Malachi 1:5 (ESV)  
5Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the Lord beyond the border of Israel!”  

 
od’s goodness and glory will be seen. God did what He promised to do, and brought His people from 
captivity in Babylon back into their land. They got to see His power. They got to witness His justice. 
They got to experience His love and blessings. And now they were a witness and a testimony of what 

God can do. In the same way God has done and does incredible things in our life everyday so that we could bear 
witness and testify to others of His great power and goodness. (Acts 1:8)  
 
In 1Timothy 1:12-17 Paul was blown away at all God had done for him. What God had brought him from and 
where God was leading him to. Paul saw himself as an example or a pattern of what God would do in the lives 
of others.  God’s love is seen in how He uses sinners like us to be a witness of His incredible Grace.  

 
1. What made Paul worthy of what Jesus wanted to do through him next? Do you see this in your life?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you think motivated Paul the most? (Also consider 2Cor 5:14) 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In what ways do you see God using you? In what ways would you like to be used more?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s prayer: “Lord you have called me to be Your witness. The idea that I get to be used by you to lead 
others to you, is mind boggling, Lord help me to day to be useful to you! Amen.” 

Day 5: Loving God! 

Anchor verse: Matthew 22:37-40 (ESV)  
37“And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. 40On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
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he appropriate response to Gods love for us, is to love God in return. John the apostle put it this way in 
1John 4:19, We love Him because He first loved us. It is God’s love for us that moves us and motivates 
us to holy living, especially when we realize how unworthy we are of His love. It is God’s love for us 

that moves us to serve Him and to worship Him.    
 

1. Jesus warned the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2:17 about what can happen with our love for God? 
Why is this dangerous? Have you ever seen this happen in your life?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. God demonstrated His love for you, while you were still a sinner (Rom 5:8). How do you demonstrate 
your love for God? (Consider what Jesus says in John 14:15 & Hebrews 11:6 as well)   

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. After all you have studied this week about Gods love, select one scripture to memorize that can be a 
reminder of God’s love to you in those times when you doubt?  Write that scripture here and share it 
with your group.   

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God, now that you have made your love so clear to me, help me to demonstrate my love for 
you through obedience and faith.” 
 

*** For the week, meditate on this passage*** 
Malachi 1:1 (ESV)  
1“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord 
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