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Men’s Bible Fellowship                   Grand Terrace, CA 
 

 
 “Come Back to Me” 

Lessons from Malachi 
 

Malachi 2:7-8a (ESV)  
7 “For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is 

the messenger of the Lord of hosts. 8 But you have turned aside from the way…”  
 

 Week 3 - Malachi 2:1-9 – “O, Priests…Take it to Heart”  
“Come back to the Law of Truth.” 

 
ot only were the priests offering to God unacceptable “blemished” sacrifices, but they were despising 
the incredible privilege of being a priest of God. They were taking for granted the high calling of God 
and treating the ministry with contempt. Serving the Lord became a job, not a ministry, and they were 

doing it to please themselves, not to please and glorify the Lord. Unfortunately, that same attitude is often 
present in the church today.  
 
Paul challenged those in Ephesus to “do the will of God from the heart” (Eph. 6:6) Peter wrote in 1Peter 5:2-4 
to the spiritual leaders, “Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over 
those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the unfading crown of glory.” There is a danger when constantly handling holy things that they can become 
common, or even worse…despised. We can begin to be motivated by power, personal gain, or prestige rather 
than by the simple privilege of getting to serve the Lord. We can begin to take lightly our privilege!  
 
What is your motive for serving the Lord? Have you grown weary in doing good (Gal 6:9)? Does serving the 
Lord seem more like a job than a ministry; a burden more than a blessing? Then Malachi’s message this week is 
for you!  
 
Our scripture for this week is… 
Malachi 2:1-9 (ESV)  
1“And now, O priests, this command is for you.  
2 If you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give honor to my name, says the Lord of hosts, then I 
will send the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you 
do not lay it to heart.  
3 Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall 
be taken away with it.  
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4 So shall you know that I have sent this command to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the Lord 
of hosts.  
5 My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It was a covenant of fear, and he 
feared me. He stood in awe of my name.  
6 True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and 
uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity.  
7 For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is 
the messenger of the Lord of hosts.  
8 But you have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts,  
9 and so I make you despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show 
partiality in your instruction.” 

Day 1: An Oracle of Correction! 

Today' verse: Malachi 2:1-3 (ESV)  
1“And now, O priests, this command is for you. 2 If you will not listen, if you will not take it to 

heart to give honor to my name, says the Lord of hosts, then I will send the curse upon you and I will 
curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart.  

3 Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall 
be taken away with it.  
 

alachi is warning the priests that if they will not take serious their service of the Lord, and seek to 
honor the Lord in their service; if they will not “take it to heart” or seriously consider what they are 
doing and repent of their sin, God was going to punish them! He would curse them, their blessings, 

their seed, or offspring. (Can be either children or the “seed” of their crops and animals. see Mal 3:11) And 
what was normally brought outside the camp and burned, the entrails and refuse from the sacrifices, would be 
on their faces instead. He would humiliate the priests and “wipe their noses” in the dung of their sacrifices. 
They were treating the service of God like garbage, so God basically says, so, “I will treat you like garbage.”   
 

1. Is God right and just to judge us, even to “curse” our efforts when we sin against him? Consider the 
question Abraham asks God in Gen 18:25 and what the Psalmist says in Ps 9:8? See also 2 Sam 6:3-7) 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Jesus mentions in Luke 12:48 and Paul in Roman 12:3 that we are accountable for what we have been 
given? In what ways does this apply to priests, pastors, ministry leaders and even servants? Consider 
what James says in James 3:1   

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the best thing you can do when you are facing God’s judgment or even his chastening? Can you 
think of other possible responses you could have? (See Heb. 3:7-19 & 12:4-7) 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Today’s prayer: “God, I trust your judgment is always right, even in my own life. You have the sovereign right 
to judge when I rebel and sin and take lightly the privilege of serving you. Amen” 

Day 2: A Covenant of Fear!  

Today' verses: Malachi 2:4-5 (ESV)  
4 So shall you know that I have sent this command to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, 

says the Lord of hosts. 5 My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It 
was a covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name.  

 
od first established the priesthood and He called Aaron and his sons to be priests, they were the 
descendants of Levi (Ex 28:1). It was a covenant of peace. It was a covenant of the fear of God. It’s 
very likely that Malachi has the actions of Phinehas in mind when mentions Levi’s fear and awe, for 

Phinehas was a descendant of Aaron, who was a descendant of Levi, and he was zealous for the Lord. See 
Numbers 25:6-12 where Phinehas’s actions are described. Proverbs 8:13 says, “The fear of the Lord is hatred of 
evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate.” When God established this covenant 
with the priests they feared Him! 
 

1. Based on the above scriptures: What does it mean to “Fear the Lord”? How it is different than being 
afraid of God?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Use a concordance or an online bible (www.Biblegateway.com) and search for the “Fear of the Lord,” 
specifically in the book of Proverbs. Write down a half a dozen things about the fear of The Lord? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does fearing God keep you from evil? (Prov. 8:13; 14:27) How does it motivate your witness for 
Christ? (2Cor 5:11) 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Father, help me to truly fear You. Help me seriously dread and to remove every opportunity 
for me to ever displease You. Amen” 

Day 3: The Call of the Preacher!  

Today' verses: Malachi 2:6-7 (ESV)  
6 True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace 

and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. 7 For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, 
and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.  
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hat an honor that every pastor, preacher, spiritual leader, and even priest, has to be a “messenger of 
the Lord of Hosts”! There is power and authority in what a priest or pastor says, people seek 
instruction from his mouth, which is why they must give true instruction. This is why they must 
guard knowledge. This is why they must not give their own words or opinions, but they should speak 

and teach the Word of God. When they do, it brings life and peace, and turns many away from iniquity. It is 
also true that as preachers we will be held accountable for everything we say, indeed even every idle word (Matt 
12:36). We should never take lightly the incredible privilege we have to be a messenger of the Lord, and to 
speak His powerful, life-changing Word.  
 

1. What does Paul say about the power of the Word of God in 1Timothy 3:16-17? (See also 2Tim 4:12) 
how do you see this happening in your life? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In Jeremiah 20:9 the prophet was fed up with the unwillingness of the people to listen the Word of 
God, (sounds like people today) so what did Jeremiah try to do, and what was the result? Is this true 
for you? Why or why not?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Malachi mentions that priests and pastors should guard knowledge. What does it mean to guard it? 
(See also 1Tim 6:20; 1Thes 2:4)   
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God, help me be a disciple who consumes great quantities of Your Word. Too not just hear it, 
but to do it. Too not just hear it, but to share it. Help me not rely on my own wisdom, but the wisdom that 
comes from Your Word. Amen.”    

Day 4: The Corruption of the Calling! 

Today' verses: Malachi 1:8-9 (ESV)  
8 But you have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your instruction. 

You have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts, 9 and so I make you despised and 
abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiality in your 

instruction.” 
 

s awesome as the covenant and calling of Levi and his descendant was, the Priests in Malachi’s day had 
corrupted it by turning aside from the Word of God, and showing partiality in their instruction. Because 
they despised the work, they also despised the Word. They were twisting and watering it down to win 

friends, but instead the people had no respect for them.    
 
Warren Weirsbe said that this was another sin of the priests that Malachi was addressing, they had turned away 
from God’s Law. It was bad enough they were disobeying God’s Word, but they were causing others to stumble 
as well. Because of this God declares, through the prophet, that he would make the priests despised in the eyes 
of the people. 
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1. In what ways has ministers today becomes despised in the eyes of the people? Why is this the case? 
What can ministers do to change this prevailing view of preachers today?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Amos 8:11 the prophet declares that there will come a day when there will be a famine in the land. 
What kind of Famine? How do you see this happening today? (See also Hosea 4:6)   
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In Jeremiah 23:1-4 God rebukes shepherds for not feeding His sheep and promises to raise up 
shepherds who will.  What are the results when the sheep are well fed or not so well fed? What does 
this say about the importance of the Word of God?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s prayer: “God, help me to see the difference between being well fed and being spiritual famished, help 
me to make any necessary changes to be spiritually nourished. Amen.”  

Day 5: You are a Priest! 

Today’s verse: 1 Peter 2:5,9 (ESV)  
5 “You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,  

to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ… 9But you are a chosen race, a 
   royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 
 
ou may be reading Malachi’s charges against the corrupt priests of his day and thinking to yourself, 
how does this apply to me? I am not a priest, nor a pastor, nor a preacher. I do not teach a bible study 
or lead a ministry. But the truth is, you are a priest! It is a biblical truth called: The Priesthood of all 

believers! It is the fact, that because of Jesus and because we are in-Him by faith, we do not need to ask a priest 
to offer sacrifices on our behalf, we do not need to go through anyone to gain access or to approach God, Jesus 
has made the way (Heb 4:16, John 14:6) And because we are priests, we are all called to serve others, to lead 
others, to teach others, and we are all called to proclaim the excellencies of Him, to others. So Malachi’s words 
to the priests are God’s words to you. Do not neglect your service to God and do not compromise His truth. 
Don’t despise the work, or the Word, but rather be faithful.     
 

1. Paul wrote to Timothy in 1Tim 4:14 not to neglect the gift God had given him. In what ways do we 
neglect the gift God has given us? What impact does that have on others? (See Ephesians 4:14-16)  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. (Personal) Describe a time in your life or ministry when you compromised in speaking the “whole truth” 
because you wanted people to like you or not reject you? What happened & how did this make you feel?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. What do you believe your spiritual gifts are? In what ways have you been using them? Are there some 
things you can start doing, to better do what God has called you to do?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Lord, forgive me for those time I despised your work, or even your word. Help me to see 
more clearly the tremendous privilege I have to serve you. Amen.” 
 

*** For the week, meditate on this passage*** 
Malachi 2:7 (ESV)  
7 “For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is 
the messenger of the Lord of hosts.”  
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