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Men’s Bible Fellowship                   Grand Terrace, CA 
 

 
 “Come Back to Me” 

Lessons from Malachi 
 

Malachi 2:10 (ESV)  
Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning 

the covenant of our fathers?  
 

 Week 4 - Malachi 2:10-16 – “The Cry of Faithlessness”  
“Come back to God in faithfulness.” 

 
aithful. A bride and groom set themselves apart for each other, committing to be faithful. When God 
chose Israel as His own special people, they entered into a covenant relationship with the LORD. They 
promised to serve Him alone. However, time and circumstance had caused them to forget their fidelity to 

the LORD and they found themselves turning to other gods. 
The Israelites, specifically here mentioned the tribe of Judah, had been faithless. Their infidelity to the LORD 
had not gone unnoticed and God has a word for them through Malachi.  
When the relationship is new, faithfulness is easy. We have eyes for only each other. But it has been said that 
“familiarity breeds contempt”. Time passes and our hearts begin to wander. The Israelites found it easy to be 
faithful when the miracles of God were fresh in their minds. However, as the years had passed, so their 
memories faded and their faithfulness to Him. As we walk in our faith, the world creeps in and we begin to put 
our hope in the ordinary, the mundane. We lose our zest for our first love. It is then that we are tempted to be 
unfaithful. 
Where is your desire for God today? Is it time to rekindle the flame of passion for your Savior? 
 
Our scripture for this week is… 
Malachi 2:10-16 (ESV)  
10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning 
the covenant of our fathers?  
11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has 
profaned the sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god.  
12 May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of the man who does this, who brings an 
offering to the LORD of hosts!  
13 And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he 
no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand.  
14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to 
whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.  
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15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? 
Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.  
16 “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his 
garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”  

Day 1: Why are We Faithless? 

Today' verse: Malachi 2:10 (ESV)  
10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one 

another, profaning the covenant of our fathers?  
 

alachi here has several pointed questions for the Israelites. He is questioning how they have gotten to 
where they are. He is asking them to examine their position. The questions are valid to us today as we 
examine our commitment to the Lord.  

 
1. What argument is Malachi making in his first two questions? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In what ways can we be unfaithful to God? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you believe a Christian shows faithfulness to God? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God help me to be faithful to you. Remind me of your goodness, your promises and the 
emptiness that this world holds that I would not be tempted to follow another. Amen” 

Day 2: Where were We Faithless?  

Today' verses: Malachi 2:11-12 (ESV)  
11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. 

For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, and has married the 
daughter of a foreign god.  

12 May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of the man who does this, who brings an 
offering to the LORD of hosts! 

udah had wandered from God. Malachi answers now the question of why they had become unfaithful. Their 
men had married women who served other gods and so too, they began to serve them. This apparently had 
carried over into the sanctuary and God was dishonored.  
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We may convince ourselves as we cuddle up to the things of this world that we will not be led astray, that we 
will not fall. We have been warned however in scripture that if we “sew to the flesh, of the flesh we will reap 
corruption.” (Galatians 6:8) 
 

1. What abomination had Judah committed in their unfaithfulness? How did you arrive at your answer? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What happens to the one who is unfaithful to God? Does this conflict with the notion of “once saved, 
always saved?” 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why is this relevant to you?   
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Father, help me to be faithful in all that I do. Please rule and reign in my heart and remove 
anything that has priority over you. Amen” 

Day 3: In What Are Faithless?  

Today' verses: Malachi 2:13-14 (ESV)  
13 And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping and 

groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand.  
14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife of 

your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 
 

e may feel at times that our faith is separate from everything else in our lives. It is a little jewel we 
wear around our neck and pull out from time to time when we need something, or want to appear a 
certain way. Nothing could be farther from the truth!  

Our faith should permeate the whole of our lives. It should guide our steps and decisions and our very daily 
existence should be predicated on our belief in God and the things that He calls us to.   
Should it come to any surprise to us then that God would not honor sacrifices made to Him when our personal 
lives are characterized by unfaithfulness? The Israelites were not only unfaithful to God with other gods, they 
were also unfaithful to their wives. How then could God honor the sacrifices they brought Him? 
God’s message to the Israelites should serve as a caution to us. So look at it closely and let God speak to your 
heart and into your life today. 
 

1. What is God talking about in verse 13? How did you arrive at this conclusion? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why will God not accept the sacrifices? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. What covenant has God made with us? How does this matter with the covenants that we make? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God you have made a new covenant with me through your Son, Jesus. Help me to be a man of 
honor and keep the covenants I have made that my living sacrifice would be acceptable to You. Amen.” 

Day 4: When Are We Faithless?  

Today' verses: Malachi 1:11-14 (ESV)  
15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God 

seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the 
wife of your youth.  

16 “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his 
garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”  
 
 

hen Israel was faithless in their marriages, they were faithless to God. They could not repair this by 
divorce. In fact, in doing so they were compounding the problem.  
Two wrongs it has been said do not make a right. In our Christian walk we may find ourselves 

justifying a wrong to do something we perceive as right. This never pleases our Lord. We must accept that 
which has been done and then come to a place of  
 

1. What is the Godly purpose we fulfill through marriage?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does our faithfulness in marriage matter to God? If you are not married what faithfulness are you 
called to? Can you find a scripture that speaks to this? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s prayer: “God, you are faithful. Help me to be faithful in all that I do. Amen.” 

Day 5: A Faithful Man 

Today’s verse: 2 Samuel 24:24 (ESV) 

 3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in your faithfulness.  

 
or us to come back to God in our Faithfulness, we must first realize this is something that none of us can 
do alone. Only through the power of the Holy Spirit, and seeking God first in all things can we hope to 
find faithfulness. You see, by our nature, we are faithless. Recall that one day as Jesus rode in on a 
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donkey, the crowds screamed “Hosanna!” And it was only a short time later that they were screaming “Crucify 
Him.” And yet Jesus, hanging from the cross had these words for the faithless “Forgive them father for they do 
not know what they are doing.”  
We too can find ourselves at one moment with hands raised praising our God and perhaps within hours or days 
doing the very things that cause Him grief. 
A faithful man is a hard thing to be, but it never happens by accident. Decide today who you will serve and ask 
Him for the strength to be faithful.  
 

1. Find a verse (not in this study) that speaks of us being faithful. Share how it speaks to you. 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. List three ways that you can be faithful in your walk as a Christian. 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. (Personal) What thing in your walk this week has God brought to mind that needs faithfulness? What 
concrete steps are you going to take to make this happen? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Above all things it is my desire to be a faithful man of God. I know I can only accomplish this 
with your help. Please give me the strength to deal with ____ Amen.” 
 

*** For the week, meditate on this passage.*** 
Malachi 2:14 (ESV)  
14 …So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” 
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