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Men’s Bible Fellowship                   Grand Terrace, CA 
 

 
 “Come Back to Me” 

Lessons from Malachi 
 

Malachi 3:2-3 (ESV)  
2“But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire 

and like fullers' soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord.”  

 
 Week 5 - Malachi 2:17-3:7 – “Where is God’s Justice?”  

“For I the Lord do not change” 
 

s Malachi continues his message, the people continue in their resistance to God’s truth. They had 
already argued with him about God’s love (1:2), God’s Name (1:6), and God’s will, concerning 
marriage and divorce (2:14), and now they would argue about God’s justice. Malachi states they have 

“wearied the Lord” and anticipates the questions the children of Israel will ask in response this statement. They 
will ask, “How have we wearied Him?” Malachi proceeds to tell them in v17 because they say that, God 
delights in those who do evil, and then they question, “Where is the God of Justice?”  
 
The people didn’t think that God cared whether they were good or bad, since He did not seem to punish the 
wicked or reward the righteous. Warren Wiersbe said they were no doubt complaining, “We came back to the 
land, rebuilt the temple, and restored the worship, and look at all the difficulties we are experiencing? Why isn’t 
God keeping His promises? Why is the righteous suffering, while the wicked are prospering?” But they had 
forgotten the terms of the covenant and conditions laid down by the prophets. If they obeyed God’s law, God 
would bless them. But they were divorcing their wives, marrying pagan women, offering defiled sacrifices, and 
complaining about having to serve the Lord. They were complaining about God’s lack of justice, but they had 
no idea what they were asking for! They didn’t need justice on others they needed mercy for themselves! 
Malachi proceeds to tell them how God will demonstrate that He is a God of Justice, both towards the 
compromising priests and towards those practicing wickedness, and He will fulfill all His promises.     
 
Our scripture for this week is… 
Malachi 2:17-3:7 (ESV)  
17 “You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied him?” By saying, 
“Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or by asking, “Where 
  is the God of justice?”  
1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will   
  suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 
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says the Lord of hosts.  
2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire 
and like fullers' soap.  
3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord.   
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 
years.” 
5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow 
and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 
6“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.  
7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, 
and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’  

 Day 1: Does God Grow Weary?  

Today' verse: Malachi 2:17 (ESV)  
17 “You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied him?” By 

saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or by 
asking, “Where is the God of justice?” 

 
He children of Israel were complaining about God’s apparent lack of justice. So much so that they got to 
the point of even saying that God blesses people who do what is evil, and therefore concluded that 
everyone who does evil must be good in the sight of God. Perhaps there was a little sarcasm in their 

words, but either way God was getting tired of it. But the question arises: does God grow weary? Can God grow 
weary? And is it true that the wicked prosper? If we are honest, sometimes, from our perspective, it seems like 
they do. Maybe the following questions and related verses can give us a different perspective.     
 

1. What do the following verses say about Gods attitude towards the wicked? (Isaiah 5:20, Proverbs 17:15, 
Psalms 5:4, & Micah 6:8) What does God delight in instead?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Asaph (Ps 73:3-16); Jeremiah (Jer. 12:1-2); and Habakkuk (Hab.1:1-4) all struggled with what appeared 
to be the wicked prospering? Have you ever struggled with that? Continue reading the following verses 
in any or all of the passages above, and note how God responds? (In Ps 73:17 Asaph himself responds)  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Physically speaking God never tires or gets weary (Ps 121:4). God does not have a body like we do. But 
He does grow weary of some of the things people say and do. God has a limit of what He will deal with 
(Isaiah 43:24). In what ways does God grow weary? Consider Romans 1:24-32.  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God, help me to not complain, you are a God of Justice, and one day that will be clearly seen” 
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Day 2: God’s Justice: He will come   

Today' verses: Malachi 3:1 (ESV)  
1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  
 
od first’s response to the question of His justice is one that points 400 years into Malachi’s future and 
all the way up to our present day. It is a prophecy of how God will prove that He is a God of Justice: He 
will come to earth. It is a prophecy pointing to Jesus! But first, God will send a forerunner to prepare 

for His for coming (John the Baptist), then the Lord Himself would come (Jesus).       
 

1. Look at Mark 1:1-6 and describe what John the Baptist’s purpose was? (Also consider Luke 1:13-17, 
Malachi 4:5-6, Mark 9:11-13) What does this say about John?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. When John came the scene, he came for a specific purpose? What was his purpose based on John 1:29, 
John 3:30. In what ways are these also our purpose?  In what ways are you fulfilling this in your life?   

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. This is essentially the last O.T. prophesy concerning, the first (Mal 3:1) and the second (Mal 3:2-5), 
coming of Jesus. Do you know where the very first prophesy of Jesus is found in the bible? Describe 
what it is about? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Lord, I know you are coming again soon, because with pin-point accuracy you came the first 
time, just as Your Word said! I know you will fulfill Your Word and come again! Help me to be ready!  

Day 3: God’s Justice: Refiners Fire  

Today' verses: Malachi 3:2-4 (ESV)  
2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 

refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the   

          Lord.   
            4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in    
         former years.” 

he Israelites wanted to know where was God’s justice? Well, God answers them, but it was probably not 
what they expected to hear. Judgment was not going to come on the wickedness of the world, before God 
deals with his own people. As Peter says, “Judgment begins at the household of God.” (1Pet 4:17)   
According to the scriptures, one of the main purposes of the tribulation period (Dan 9:27; 12:1) is to 

“purify Israel.” (Zech 13:8-14:11) Jeremiah 30:7 calls the tribulation "The time of Jacob’s trouble." This is 
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where Jesus is going to Judge and purify His people, the Jews, and then establish an earthly reign; one that will 
last one thousand years. This is known as the Millennium Reign of Christ (Rev 20:4-6). This is what Malachi is 
describing. At that time the Israelite sacrificial system will be restored and they will bring offerings of 
righteousness to the Lord, offering what is pleasing to him. A “refining fire” & “fullers soap” are used to 
describe this cleansing  
  
We often get the idea that Jesus is a meek and mild man who plays with children, who always has a lamb 
hanging over his shoulders. But this is an incomplete picture of who Jesus is. He may be the lamb of God who 
“takes away the sins of the world,” but he is also a judge. He came the first time as a suffering servant, but he 
will come again as a righteous judge.  
 

1. What does Paul say about this in 2Timothy 4:1 and in Romans 5:2? How does this give you a more 
complete picture of Jesus?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What kind of Judgment will Jesus bring? (See Acts 17:31, 2 Timothy 4:8 & Revelation 16:5) Do you 
believe this is true? Have you ever questioned this in your own life?   
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the judgment is Paul taking about in 1Corinthians 3:12-15? (He also mentions it again in 
2Corinthians 5:10) How do you think you this will turn out for you?      
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God, You are the righteous judge, help me to live today, knowing that one-day I will stand 
before you to give an account of all I have done with this life, Amen.”    

Day 4: God’s Justice: drawing near for Judgment 

Today' verses: Malachi 3:5 (ESV)  
5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against 

the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his 
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me,     

           says the Lord of hosts. 
hey asked for God’s justice, well, here it is! A second purpose for the 7year tribulation period, according 
to Isaiah 34:2, is that this is also a time of God’s indignation against all nations for their wickedness.   
 

1. In Romans 1:18-32 Paul lists some of the sins that are worthy of God’s judgment. We see 
these all around us today. Make a list of some of these sins. What does Paul also warn about in v32?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In Hebrews 13:4 The author warns us about a couple of specific sins, explain what are they are and 
what God will do? See also Malachi 2:13-16   
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a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. It is interesting that neglect and mistreatment of the orphan and poor is mentioned right next to sins 
such as lying and adultery. What does Leviticus 19:13, Deut. 24:14-15, & Isaiah 10:1-4 say about 
this?   
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s prayer: “God, I know that someday you will right all the wrongs and judge all evil doers, but give me a 
heart of compassion to reach unsaved wicked people before it is too late for them. Amen.”  

Day 5: The Lord Does Not Change 

Today’s verse: Malachi 3:6-7 (ESV)  
6“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days 

of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I    
   will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 

 
f it wasn’t for the fact that God is a gracious and merciful God, Israel would have been consumed! We all 
would be consumed. Yes, God’s nature is just, but He is also full of love, grace, and mercy. And God does 
not change. He is immutable, which means he does not change, He is the same today, yesterday and forever 

(Heb 13:8). If He did change, we would all have reason to worry.   
 
God has remained faithful to His people, but they did not remain faithful to Him. He is right to judge them, but 
He really does not want too. He would much rather forgive and restore, but they need to be willing to return.    
 

1. In Psalms 102:27 the Psalmist says, “You are the same, your years will not come an end.”  How does 
knowing that God does not change affect you?  

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Psalms 103:8-14 says about God’s character and his compassion? How does this affect you?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In Romans 10:21 Paul describes God as reaching out to his disobedient people, urging them to come 
back, to return, even though they had been disobedient and rebellious. What does this say to you about 
your God? (Also consider 2Peter 3:9)      

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Lord, Thank You that You are faithful even when I am faithless. Help me return to you. 
Amen.” 
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*** For the week, meditate on this passage*** 
Malachi 3:2 (ESV)  
2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire 
and like fullers' soap.  
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