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Men’s Bible Fellowship                   Grand Terrace, CA 

 

“Come Back to Me” 
Lessons from Malachi 

Malachi 4:1 (ESV)  
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble.” 

 

 Lesson 7 - Malachi 3:16 – 4:6 – “Come Back or Else!”  
“Come back to God or face judgment” 

 

here are only two sides when it comes to God.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 12 beginning in verse 30, 
“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” There is no 
middle ground with God. Those that seek the middle are no better, perhaps even worse off, then those 

who turn their back on God. Jesus again shares with us in Revelation as He speaks to the church at Laodicea 
15 “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you 
are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.’ ” 

The book of Malachi ends with a promise of hope and a terrible warning to those in Israel. As God finishes His 
indictment of the Israelites, they are left with two choices, either to be written into the book of Life or face the 
judgment of a righteous God. 

Our scripture for this week is… 

Malachi 3:16 – 4:6 
16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard 

them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and 
esteemed his name. 17 “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my 

treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more 
you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him.  

4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 
The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall 
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go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the 
soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.  
4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.  
5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6 And he will 
turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the 
land with a decree of utter destruction.”  

Day 1: The Book of Remembrance 

Today’s verse:  Malachi 3:16 16 then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The 
LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of 

those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 

Scripture shares with us the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10). The fear of 
the Lord is also the path to salvation. When we reverence Him in fearful respect, we begin to see our place in 
universe - that He created us and our need for Him. Some of the Israelites had grown arrogant and had no fear 
of God. Sound familiar?  

However, God tells us here that He has a book of remembrance. It is His ledger of grace and only those found in 
it will escape the judgment that is to come.  

1. What was the response of some who had heard the indictments of the Lord? (See 2 Chronicles 7:14) 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where else in the bible do we hear about a book? How does the verse you found speak to you? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do we get our names in the book of life? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s prayer: “Father, please write my name in your book of life, that I may spend eternity with you, amen.” 

Day 2: The Treasured Possession  

Today’s verse:  Malachi 3:17 “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I 
make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 

We are admonished in scripture that where our treasure is, there will our hearts will also be (Matthew 
6:21). As you consider today that God calls the Israelites His treasure, this should give us an                                                                        

understanding of just how much God loves us. 
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Countless stories abound of people who have run back into burning buildings, or have otherwise put themselves 
at risk to save a treasured possession that was on the verge of being destroyed. God has done the same for us 
and more.  

Meditate today on the fact that God treasures not only the Israelites, but also you. How does that make things 
different? 

1. What do you think God means when He calls Israel his “treasured possession”? (Refer to Deuteronomy 
14:2 & 26:18) 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does scripture have to say about treasure? Cite at least one verse and share how this speaks to you. 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you live as though you are God’s treasure? What will you do differently to be the treasure that God 
sees? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s prayer: “Lord, how wonderful it is to be your treasure! Remind me today of your thoughts for me. 
Help me not to be discouraged or down-hearted; for I am treasured by you.” 

Day 3: The Difference Between Good and Evil  

Today’s verse:  Malachi 3:18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.  

There are those today who say there is no right, no wrong, - only what is right for me or wrong for 
you… They live in a blindness of moral relativism. Without this firm moral foundation that is built 

on the word of God however, we build on sand. For the tide and storms come and our house falls. 

God here clearly defines the two choices to be made and what that means. Which side of the fence do you find 
yourself on today? This verse will either terrify you or it will comfort you. If you find comfort in these words, 
then ask God to burn them in your heart. If they trouble you, then perhaps it is time to side with God.  

 

1. What is the difference between the righteous and the wicked? What does that mean to you? (Refer to 
Genesis 18:25, 1 Samuel 2:9) 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where in scripture are we given another contrast between good and evil? Find a verse and compare it 
with this one.  
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a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. When Jesus returns to rule and reign, we are told He will separate the sheep from the goats (Matthew – 
25:31-46). What does this have to say about the church and why should you care? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s prayer: “Please Lord, help me to be found among the righteous. I realize that I am only be able to 
obtain righteousness through you, so I ask you to help me find it - that I would be called a man of God, a man of 
righteousness.” 

Day 4: There is Condemnation or Grace  

Today’s Verse: Malachi 4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the 

LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, 
the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves 

from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the 
day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.  
4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.  
5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6 And he will 
turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the 
land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

Today we receive a message of both destruction and hope, blessing and cursing. God will not be mocked and 
neither will His hand be stayed indefinitely. In a day, yet to come, God will judge all those that defy Him. And 
looking at the world around us, it is possible that that day is very near. 

Do not lose hope that the wicked will get away with what they have done, rather rejoice at the promises God 
makes here to those that follow Him. Take heart oh man of God… the day will come! And until that day, we 
press on, we share the message of grace to a world in rebellion. 

1. What promise is made to God’s chosen? Find at least one verse with a promise for those that follow 
God. 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What warning is given to those that do not fear God? Why do you think this warning might go 
unheeded? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. What sign will be given that Judgment is coming? And is there any other scripture that bears this out? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s prayer: “God I thank you that you are just and that you are also merciful. Until you come to judge 
those that have turned their backs on you, help me to hold onto this truth. Also, help me to share the message of 
your mercy with my friends and enemies alike, Amen.” 

Day 5: The Choice is Yours (Application) 

Today’s verse: Deuteronomy 30:19-20 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, 

that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and 
holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that 

the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

You may as well finish this study with an exclamation point. For, after Malachi shares God’s declaration with 
the Israelites, He is silent for 400 years. It is only then, with the birth of Jesus that God restores His dialogue 
with mankind. In a manner of speaking, He had said all that was necessary and we should pay attention. 

These are not the final words of a dying man, but rather the last words of a loving and judging God, who would 
only speak again, next time, to the whole world, through His son. A son who would come to save us all.  

We are left with a choice… Have you made yours? I mean, have your really made it? Have you cast everything 
aside in your life that does not serve God or do you straddle the fence to eternity. Jesus has called you to “pick 
up you cross and follow me.” 

1. What thing most stood out to you this week? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where in your life do you see the need to change and what are you going to do about it?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write down here, in your own words, what it means to be submitted to the Lord wholly and what is your 
commitment to do it? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s prayer: “Father, I need you to help me to submit to you completely that there would be no doubt in my 
mind or anyone else’s for that matter, that I am your child, your treasured possession and that you are mine. 
Help me to grow in you. Guard my heart. Forgive my sins. Strengthen my resolve. For I ask all these things in 
Jesus’ name, Amen!” 
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*** For the week, meditate on this scripture.*** 

Malachi 4:1-2 
…“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 
The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 
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