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Men’s Bible Fellowship                   Grand Terrace, CA 
 

 
 “Come Back to Me” 

Lessons from Malachi 
 

Malachi 3:8-15 
Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and 

contributions.   
 

 Week 6 - Malachi 3:8-15 – “To Steal from God”  
“Come back to God in your giving.” 

 
obin Hood was a tale of great deeds and heroic battles. Yet, at its heart, Robin was a thief, taking that 
which did not belong to him and giving it to those who had not worked for it. In fact, he is touted as the 
“prince of thieves”. Yet we look on him as the good guy and the king as the bad one. Truthfully, there 

are none “good” in this story. 
It is easy to steal when you don’t believe that those who have it either need it, deserve it, or have decided it is 
not really theirs. We justify it when we make these “little adjustments”. We steal from our employers and not 
give it a second thought – after all, they have lots of money. We use the same argument to demand that those 
who have wealth should pay a greater percentage than those that don’t. We use terms like “equity” and “fair”, 
not calling it what it really is… stealing. 
We know that God is the creator and “He owns the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50:10). He made it all. He 
owns it all. And so, wrongly, we can assert that He needs “nothing from me”. We therefore rob Him, of our ties, 
our treasure, and our talent. This is even more prevalent today in a society that feels “it/they” are owed 
something.  
Malachi here addresses the Israelites, who had not only been giving God their leftovers, perhaps many were 
giving nothing at all. In any case, they weren’t giving God his due. God has a strong word for them, and us, 
who would rob Him. 
 
Our scripture for this week is… 
Malachi 3:8-15 
8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and 
contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more 
need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the 
field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land 
of delight, says the Lord of hosts. 
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13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against 
you?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 
mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15 And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they 
put God to the test and they escape.’ ” 

Day 1: Where Are My Tithes? 

Today' verse: Malachi 3:8-9 (ESV)  
8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your 

tithes and contributions.  9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of 
you.  

 
ention tithing in the church and the pews clear faster than fog on a hot day. Perhaps even now you are 
pulling at your collar and clutching your pearls. Today, the issue of tithing creates great debate 
among the faithful. Many feel that the churches are just money-hungry and therefore they do not need 

to tithe at all. The same thing happens with their time, their talent; they assume there are already enough hands 
and feet doing the work. Therefore, if they don’t contribute it doesn’t matter. 
Perhaps this was the attitude for the Israelites. They had forgotten that they were not tithing to men; they were 
worshipping God through their giving. Here, He reminds them of their obligations. 
 

1. Leviticus 27:30-32 gives us the foundation for the tithe. How much was to be given to the Lord?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Was tithing considered optional for the Israelites? How does tithing apply to us today? Can you give a 
New Testament verse to support your position? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What was the Lord’s response to their lack of giving? Do you think we need to be concerned about this 
today? (You might want to refer to 2 Corinthians 9) 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God help me honor you in giving back a small portion of what You have so graciously given 
to me. And help me to do it in a joyous manner. Amen” 

Day 2: Will He Not Bless?  

Today' verse: Malachi 3:10 (ESV)  
10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to 

the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for 
you a blessing until there is no more need. 
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hen Israel wandered in the desert, God commanded the Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle to be built 
that He would dwell among the people. Moses asked the people of God to contribute and the 
response was amazing. They gave more than was needed for the task (Exodus 36:5-6). And God 

provided for them 40 years in a desert.  
When was the last time a church had to tell its people to stop giving? That there was too much? If everyone in 
the church were to give as you, what would the church look like? 
God asks them to test whether or not He will bless them if they will worship Him in their tithing. Do not think 
however that God is promising us earthly blessings, they perhaps will come. But He has promised us eternal 
blessings. 

1. What was/is the reason for tithing/giving? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would happen to the Israelites if they tithed? And, what does this imply about what would happen 
if they did not? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Can you see any relevance to your own walk of faith?   
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “Lord, show me in my life where I have withheld from you. Then, help me to honor you in the 
giving of that which you have called me to give. And help me to do so with joy. Amen” 

Day 3: What Are the Results of Tithing?  

Today' verses: Malachi 3:11-12 (ESV)  
11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine 

in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you blessed, for 
you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts. 

 
erhaps one of the reasons that we withhold from the Lord is this – “That by giving Him a portion of what 
little I have, then I will have even less, or not enough.” Have you ever considered that God has withheld 
His blessing from you because you have withheld your worship through your tithing? 

I am not suggesting that, as the prosperity preacher would, that simply by giving you are going to come into 
money or success. Jesus made it clear that our true wealth does not lie here. Those things that we do with a pure 
worshipful heart are going to be our treasure in heaven.  
Your salvation does not depend on tithes; it is a work of grace. However, God has said some things regarding 
tithing in His word that should not be dismissed. 
 

1. What blessings will God pour out on the Israelites if they bring the full tithe? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Has God made similar promises to those that give in the New Testament? 
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a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God, help me to see that it is your desire to bless me. Help me not to be selfish with that 
which you have provided. Amen.” 

Day 4: What Have We Said?  

Today' verses: Malachi 3:13-15 (ESV)  
13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we spoken 

against you?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge 
or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15 And now we call the arrogant 

blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’ 
 
 

e murmur, do we not? When our expectations of God are not met, we complain. This does not mean 
however, that God has left the throne room. It does not mean that our God has forsaken us. It may 
mean though that we have been lax in our service and are reaping the fruits of seeds we have planted.  

Then, we look at the world around us, at those who despite living a life that is contrary to God, seem to have 
everything… And we complain. 
So too did the Israelites.   
 

1. What were the Israelites doing in verse 11?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did their view of non-believers affect their view of God? 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s prayer: “God,. Amen.” 

Day 5: How Do I Come Back to God in My Giving? 

Today’s verse: Matthew 6:19 (ESV)  
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves  

break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys  

and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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or us to come back to God in our giving, we must first examine our treasure.  
Tithing in the Old Testament and the giving discussed in the New Testament comes down to a simple 
thing – our treasure.  

Whether Old Testament or New, we honor God when we give Him a portion of what He has already given to 
us. He has placed the breath in our lungs. He has made the very ground we till and He alone knows the days of 
our lives and the hair on our heads. 
Corinthians shares they gave “as they were able” (2 Cor. 8:3). God does not place an undue burden on us. He 
will never ask for more than you can give. He does however wish for our giving to be an act of sacrifice, one of 
worship. Examine your treasure and let God reveal His will for you in this area. 
A wise man places some of what he earns aside for retirement. The more he invests, the more comfortable he is 
in that retirement. One day we will be leaving this world; for we are not home. Based on your current heavenly 
investment what will your retirement be like? 
 

1. Jesus told us that we are to store our treasures in Heaven. How is this accomplished? How are you doing 
in this area? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How much of your time is devoted to God?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How much of your Talent is devoted to God?  
a. ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Today’s prayer: “God, help me to store my treasures with you in heaven. Show me how I might be able to 
better do this in my life with joy. Amen.” 
 

*** For the week, meditate on this passage.*** 
Malachi 3:10 (ESV)  
10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, 
says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until 
there is no more need.  
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