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The Gospel of John  
Lesson 4 Study Guide 

Chapter 3: 1-36 

In Lesson 4 we learn from a meeting between Jesus and a rich Pharisee visiting by night.  
Jesus gives him the secret to a rich spiritual life and to eternal life.  The testimony of John 
the Baptist in this chapter gives us a different perspective our own importance when he 
says about Jesus:  “He must increase, but I must decrease” (Verse 30). 

Memory Verse:  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16). 

1. To start this lesson, read John 3:1-36. Then re-read John 3:1-15.

2. In John 3:1-2 & 15 what are 5 characteristics shared about Nicodemus?

3. What was his belief about Jesus and why do you suppose he visited Jesus by night?

4. According to Jesus in Verses 3, 5-8, what does it mean to be reborn? (see 1Pet 1:3,23;
James 1:18; Titus 3:5, Rom 6:1-11; 1Cor 3:1-2; 2Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15; Eph 4:22-24; Heb
5:12-14)

5. In Verses 9-15 what does Jesus reveal about Himself to Nicodemus?

6. What is the main lesson for you from Verses 1-15? How will you apply this learning to
your life?
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“It was John’s contention that Jesus’ right to speak came from the fact that he knew God 
personally, that he had come direct from the secrets of heaven to earth, that what he said to 
men and women was most literally God’s own truth – for Jesus was and is the embodied mind 
of God.”  William Barclay 
 
Next, read John 3:16-21. 

  

7. How does Verse 16 capture the complete message of the Gospel?     

              

               

8. What did God want to do for the world by sending His Son (V 17)?     
 

9. What happens to the person who believes the Gospel message and what happens to the 
person who does not (Verses 17-21)?         

              

              

10. Describe a reason someone might refuse to come to the light (Verses 19-21)?   

              

 

11. Jesus taught about salvation in 4 ways.  How did they help you understand salvation? 
 

Illustration Verse How it contributes to my understanding of salvation: 

Birth 3, 5-7  

Wind 8  

Serpent on Pole 14-15  

Light & Darkness 19-21  

 
12. What is the main lesson for you from Verses 6-13? How will you apply this learning to 

your life? 
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Next, read John 3:22-36 

13. How would describe the scene going on in Verses 22-26? Why were John’s disciples 
alarmed?             

              

14. John the Baptist didn’t seem to get upset that more people were going to Jesus. Why? 

              

15. What was John’s main purpose in relationship to Jesus?      

              

16. What doe John’s words “He must increase, but I must decrease” mean to you or your 
own life?             

              

              

 
17. What are the 5 reasons that John gives to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of all?   

V. 31 -               

V. 32 -              

V. 33 -              

V. 34 -              

V. 35-36 -             
 

18. What is the main lesson from Verses 22-36? How will you apply this learning life? 

              

              

Special Thought:  If you were to summarize the message of John 3: 1-36 in one sentence, 
what would you say?            
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Notes 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

Prayer Requests 

              

              

              

              

              

              

 


