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Portrait of Christ 
 Sketches in the Gospel of John 
 

Inductive Discovery Lesson 12 
John 11:1-57 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus: The Resurrection and Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Now a certain man was sick…”  So begins John’s simple narrative of an extraordinary event.        
Lazarus and his sisters were dear friends and their home was always open to Jesus.  It was a 
place where He could spend time with friends, enjoying good meals and warm fellowship.  So 
when Lazarus fell sick, the sisters sent word to Jesus, sure that their loving friend would come 
right away.  Martha and Mary waited anxiously, doing all they could for their brother even as 
they prayed. Hurry, Lord…hurry.  But then, the unthinkable happened.  Lazarus slipped away 
and his sisters were left with a cruel intruder. Sorrow broke in and tore their world apart.   
 
We can read the whole story in minutes, but Martha and Mary had to live it.  Everything they 
knew and loved about Jesus was being pressed and purified.  Everything He knew and loved 
about them was being strengthened.  There are times in the life of every believer when 
situations test our faith and press us to carefully consider what we believe.  God uses those 
times to deepen our roots in Him.       
 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming at last, she went out to meet Him.  “Lord, if You had 
been here, my brother would not have died.”  Was it a rebuke or simply the anguished response 
of a broken heart?  “But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.”   
 
Martha couldn’t begin to imagine what God was going to do, but she believed Him even now.  
What about you?  Sickness, disappointment, loss—anything that stretches us beyond what we 
think we can endure is an “even now” opportunity for God to do an extraordinary work.   As you 
read this chapter, ask the Lord to help you trust Him in the “even now” times of life. 
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Working Text for John 11:1-57  
English Standard Version (ESV) 
 
 

 1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped His feet with her hair, 

whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is 

ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it He said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of 

God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her 

sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when He heard that Lazarus was ill, He stayed two days longer in the 

place where He was. 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”        

8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone You, and are You 

going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 

in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks 

in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, He said 

to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to 

Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but 

they thought that He meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has 

died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 

to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 

die with him.”  
 

 17 Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come 

to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha 

said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 

last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. 

Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Christ, the Son 

of God, who is coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went and called her 

sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she 

heard it, she rose quickly and went to Him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but 

was still in the place where Martha had met Him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw 
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Him, she fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, He 

was deeply moved in His spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And He said, “Where have you laid 

him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how 

He loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not He who opened the eyes of the blind man 

also have kept this man from dying?”  
 

 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 

against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

Him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to 

her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took 

away the stone. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 

Me. 42 I knew that you always hear Me, but I said this on account of the people standing 

around, that they may believe that you sent Me.” 43 When He had said these things, He cried 

out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and 

feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 

and let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what He 

did, believed in Him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 

done.  
 

 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are we 

to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let Him go on like this, everyone will believe 

in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of 

them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor 

do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the 

whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that 

year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also 

to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they 

made plans to put Him to death. 54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, 

but went from there to the region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there He 

stayed with the disciples. 55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up 

from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking 

for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? That He 

will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders 

that if anyone knew where He was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest Him.  

 
 
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version ©2001 by Crossway Books, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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OBSERVATION 

Read the section and record what you see.  Use the first column to 
keep track of what you specifically find in the Bible passage.  
(Who? What? When? Where?)  Follow along with John as he tells the 
story. Who is mentioned and what part do they play? What events are 
taking place? Briefly describe in your own words what it says. 

 
Use the second column to keep track of relevant details you gather from sources such as 
the other New Testament gospels, a dictionary, encyclopedia, or Bible handbook.  You can also 
use this section to jot down your thoughts, impressions or questions that come to mind.   
 
John 11:1-16 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------- 
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John 11:17-37 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
 
John 11:38-46 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------ 
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John 11:38-46  (continued) 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
 
John 11:47-57 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
 

Key Words and Phrases 
 
 

Write the definition of the following words and phrases.  Use a regular dictionary or a Bible 
concordance with Greek Dictionary if you have one. 
 
 

“I am the resurrection” (vs. 25) ___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

“and the life” (vs. 25) ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 7

INTERPRETATION – What does it mean? 
Look for a spiritual lesson.  Be careful not to read into the Bible an 
idea that is not there.  Examine each verse in light of the verses around 
it. To help you find a spiritual lesson, ask questions such as: “Is there a 
command to obey? Is there a promise to claim? Is there a condition to 
that promise? Is there a warning to heed? Is there an example to follow 
or avoid?”  State the lesson in one simple sentence. 

 
 

APPLICATION – How does it apply to me?   
We don’t study the Bible just to gather information—we want to spiritually grow.  Our heart 
needs to be open to change.  The only way to move truth off the pages of your Bible and into 
your life is to put it into action.   
 

To apply a spiritual lesson, we must examine ourselves and take deliberate steps to do 
something with what we have learned.  Ask yourself: Is this a new insight for me, or does it 
reinforce what I already know?  What does it challenge me to do?  Does it point out error in my 
attitude or actions?  What changes does it require?  Think of how the lesson relates to you and 
what specific course of action you will take.  Write your application in the form of a question 
to make it personal.    
 
John 11:1-16 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
 
John 11:17-37 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
 
John 11:38-46 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
 
John 11:47-57 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
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Summary 

Write a simple sentence that summarizes what the chapter is about.  _____________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Give a simple title to the chapter to help you remember what it says. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take A Closer Look 

 
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; 
he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 

and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
John 11:25-26 

 

 
Memorize God’s Word 
 

Choose the translation you prefer to memorize from and re-write the verse here.        
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Meditate on God’s Word 
 

While you memorize this verse, let it work into your heart and mind.  Scripture meditation is like 
a good cup of tea—the longer it steeps, the richer the flavor.  So give yourself permission to 
slowly savor God’s Word!  Use the questions below (like a tea bag) to keep dipping into this 
verse.   
 

(Challenge alert: You won’t always see an obvious answer directly from the verse.)        
 
Look up.  What does this verse show you about God?  (For example, look for signs of His 
character, His attributes, His works, or His promises.) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look around.  What does this teach you about life or people in general?   
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Look within.  What does this teach you about yourself? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look ahead.  Does this verse give you reason to hope?  Briefly share your thoughts. 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look alive!  Given the opportunity, how would you express the truth found in this verse to 
someone who needs to hear it? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Make God’s Word Your Prayer 
 

As you memorize and meditate on this verse, pray it back to the Lord.  Let the Holy Spirit 
examine your heart, increase your understanding, and help you to pray.  Ask Him for faith and 
strength to act on the truth of God’s Word. 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

                    God’s Word Bearing Fruit 

 
           For you personally, what has been the most important lesson from this chapter?   
           How will you put what you have learned into practice? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Something to Think About . . . 
 

 

When we find ourselves confronted by disease, disappointment, delay, and even death, 
our only encouragement is the Word of God. 

We must live by faith and not by sight. 
 

Warren Wiersbe 
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Message Notes: ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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