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Portrait of Christ 
 Sketches in the Gospel of John 
 

Inductive Discovery Lesson 9 
John 8:1-59 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus: The Light of the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
They dragged her to Jesus and forced her to stand there in anguish, her sin exposed to the 
gawking crowd.  What did they care? She was nothing to them.  It was Jesus they wanted to 
accuse.  Pointing fingers, they pressed Jesus to respond. We caught her in the very act! The 
law condemns her!  Now, what do you say? Jesus stooped down and silently traced His finger 
through the dirt.  The accusers nodded to each other, certain they had stumped Jesus.  Just let 
Him try and talk His way out of this one!  Again they demanded an answer.   

Jesus stood up and studied the smug faces glaring back at Him.  “Let him who is without sin 
among you be the first to throw a stone at her.”  It may have been the Lord’s penetrating gaze 
that cast their eyes to the ground, but what was written there?  Unspoken words confronted 
them with their own guilt. Now the accusers were the ones exposed. One by one they slipped 
through the crowd of onlookers and left, silenced—but not sorry. The woman was left to stand 
alone before the only one who could rightly judge her. But Jesus will not condemn the ones He 
came to save.    

 

“I am the Light of the world;  
he who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 

 

Now the Feast of Tabernacles was over and the foul mood of the religious rulers was going from 
bad to worse. Their repeated attempts to discredit Jesus had backfired.  Frustrated efforts to 
seize Him only succeeded in making them look weak.  It galled the Jewish rulers that Jesus 
moved freely and spoke openly among the people, but now He was going too far.  He used their 
sacred traditions to draw attention to Himself, and what claims He made!  For men who prided 
themselves as beacons of truth, the statements Jesus made were the ravings of a madman.  
Just who did He think He was?   

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 2

Working Text for John 8:1-59  
English Standard Version (ESV) 
 
 
 

 1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All 

the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 

woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this 

woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such 

women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring 

against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask 

him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at 

her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away 

one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 

10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, 

“No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”  

 

 12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness 

about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, 

my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I 

come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do 

judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17 In your 

Law it is written that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, 

and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your 

Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my 

Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested 

him, because his hour had not yet come. 21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will 

seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he 

kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from 

below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in 

your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are 

you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say 

about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard 

from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus 

said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do 

nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. 

He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these 

things, many believed in him.  
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 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 

offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become 

free’?”  

 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 

35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you 

free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because 

my word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 

heard from your father.”  

 39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s 

children, you would be doing what Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you 

the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are doing what your father did.” 

They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus 

said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came 

not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you 

cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s 

desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no 

truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But 

because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, 

why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not 

hear them is that you are not of God.”  

 

 48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 

demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 

Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to 

you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you 

have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never 

taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you 

make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who 

glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to 

say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your 

father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, 

“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself 

and went out of the temple.  
 

 

 

Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version ©2001 by Crossway Books, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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OBSERVATION 

Read the section and record what you see.  Use the first column to 
keep track of what you specifically find in the Bible passage.  
(Who? What? When? Where?)  Follow along with John as he tells the 
story. Who is mentioned and what part do they play? What events are 
taking place? Briefly describe in your own words what it says. 

 
Use the second column to keep track of relevant details you gather from sources such as 
the other New Testament gospels, a dictionary, encyclopedia, or Bible handbook.  You can also 
use this section to jot down your thoughts, impressions or questions that come to mind.   
 
John 8:1-11 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------- 
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John 8:12-30 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
 
John 8:31-47 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
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John 8:48-59 
Facts from the passage: My Research and Personal Observations: 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------  
 

 

Key Words and Phrases 
 
 

Write the definition of the following words and phrases.  Use a regular dictionary or a Bible 
concordance with Greek Dictionary if you have one. 
 
 

“condemn” (vs. 10,11) ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

“judge” (vs. 15-16, 26) ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“free” (vs. 32,36) _______________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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INTERPRETATION – What does it mean? 
Look for a spiritual lesson.  Be careful not to read into the Bible an 
idea that is not there.  Examine each verse in light of the verses around 
it. To help you find a spiritual lesson, ask questions such as: “Is there a 
command to obey? Is there a promise to claim? Is there a condition to 
that promise? Is there a warning to heed? Is there an example to follow 
or avoid?”  State the lesson in one simple sentence. 

 
 

APPLICATION – How does it apply to me?   
We don’t study the Bible just to gather information—we want to spiritually grow.  Our heart 
needs to be open to change.  The only way to move truth off the pages of your Bible and into 
your life is to put it into action.   
 

To apply a spiritual lesson, we must examine ourselves and take deliberate steps to do 
something with what we have learned.  Ask yourself: Is this a new insight for me, or does it 
reinforce what I already know?  What does it challenge me to do?  Does it point out error in my 
attitude or actions?  What changes does it require?  Think of how the lesson relates to you and 
what specific course of action you will take.  Write your application in the form of a question 
to make it personal.    
 
John 8:1-11 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
 
John 8:12-30 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
 
John 8:31-47 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
 
John 8:48-59 
Lesson: _____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application:___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________? 
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Summary 

Write a simple sentence that summarizes what the chapter is about.  _____________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Give a simple title to the chapter to help you remember what it says. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Take A Closer Look 

 
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.  

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”   
John 8:12 

 
Memorize God’s Word 
 

Choose the translation you prefer to memorize from and re-write the verse here.        
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Meditate on God’s Word 
 

While you memorize this verse, let it work into your heart and mind.  Scripture meditation is like 
a good cup of tea—the longer it steeps, the richer the flavor.  So give yourself permission to 
slowly savor God’s Word!  Use the questions below (like a tea bag) to keep dipping into this 
verse.   
 

(Challenge alert: You won’t always see an obvious answer directly from the verse.)        
 
Look up.  What does this verse show you about God?  (For example, look for signs of His 
character, His attributes, His works, or His promises.) 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look around.  What does this teach you about life or people in general?   
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look within.  What does this teach you about yourself? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Look ahead.  Does this verse give you reason to hope?  Briefly share your thoughts. 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look alive!  Given the opportunity, how would you express the truth found in this verse to 
someone who needs to hear it? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make God’s Word Your Prayer 
 

As you memorize and meditate on this verse, pray it back to the Lord.  Let the Holy Spirit 
examine your heart, increase your understanding, and help you to pray.  Ask Him for faith and 
strength to act on the truth of God’s Word. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   God’s Word Bearing Fruit 

 
           For you personally, what has been the most important lesson from this chapter?   
           How will you put what you have learned into practice? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Something to Think About . . . 
 

No man is condemned for anything he has done… 
He is condemned for not coming out of the darkness—for not coming to the Light. 

 

George MacDonald 
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Message Notes: ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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